
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pasquale “Paky” Quadri 
 

Pasquale Quadri was born in Seriate (Bergamo) in 1947. Married, with two daughters and two 
granddaughters, he was Chairman and Managing Director of Clay Paky S.p.A., the company he founded and 
to which he dedicated the whole of his professional life. 
He was one of the first entrepreneurs in the world to understand the great development that the 
technological evolution of lighting would have in the world of show business and entertainment. This was a 
world that he already knew well as a youngster when, very musically inclined, he headed several groups, 
playing the organ, the bass and the drums. 
Making the most of his inclination for design in the field of optics and his passion for precision mechanics, 
cultivated with study and experimentation in his youthful years, in 1976, Quadri founded Clay Paky snc in 
Seriate. The firm started to operate on a non-industrial scale business and immediately began making and 
selling professional lighting systems for the world of entertainment and show business. 
Thanks to the strong development in demand and the subsequent growth of the company, in 1982, it 
moved to a new site in Pedrengo, also in the province of Bergamo. Here it was possible to work on an 
industrial scale and handle an incessant increase in sales volumes, due to the success of the market of 
extremely innovative products, characterized by a higher content of technology and a high index of quality 
and reliability. 
The factory was expanded a first time in 1986, followed the next year by a new legal status, becoming a 
limited company, Clay Paky srl. The further expansion of the factory in 1990 increased it to 4,500 sq. m., on 
two floors, and the subsequent creation of an additional complex for the largest mechanical work. 
The company took on its current legal status as a joint stock company, Clay Paky S.p.A., in 1993, when Quadri 
gave rise to the project of a new site in Seriate, based on an industrial complex of a total of 10,000 sq. m., 
which became fully operative in 2002.  
Truly passionate about technology and enthusiastic about innovation, Quadri was always at the head of the 
Research and Development department of the company. Following one of his rare meetings with the press – 
he was extremely reserved – a journalist wrote: “there are no piles of financial documents packed with Excel 
files and Gantt charts on Quadri’s large desk in his elegant Chairman’s office, but parts of new prototypes, 
carefully arranged, waiting to be analysed, criticised and improved.”  
It was thanks to his intuition in anticipating the market and his ability to create revolutionary products that 
over the years Clay Paky conquered exceptional successes, starting from, for example, Astroraggi, presented 
in 1983, which with only one bulb was able to create dozens of light rays, up to the intelligent projectors of 
the end of that decade, with their functions controlled electronically, and therefore programmable and 
repeatable as desired. In this field, success on a global scale was achieved with Golden Scan, a literally 
“legendary” product for all those who work in the sector.  
The first decade of the 21st century were the years of renewal in technology and design. New concepts in 
design, in industrialization and in the look were combined with high standards of the historical Clay Paky 
quality: exceptional optics, advanced electronics, “friendly” software and a customer service “without 
compromise”. It was in this period that Pasquale Quadri conceived the innovative Alpha series, the largest 
and most complete range on the market of moving body projectors for highly professional use. 
In September 2010, Sharpy made its debut and observers immediately understood that it was a unique and 
unrepeatable product. With only 189W, Sharpy expresses a brightness comparable to that of projectors 
which are nine times as powerful, as shown by the Juries of the main international awards and an 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

unprecedented success on stages the world over. More recently, Quadri applied LED technology to the 
revolutionary products in the B-Eye series. 
The designs made under Pasquale Quadri are the subject of over 80 patents in the world. The products have 
obtained about 50 awards from the most prestigious international associations. 
Clay Paky currently has 130 direct employees, the vast majority of whom have high technique qualifications 
and are aged on average below 35. 
For several years, the company has been a technological and commercial reference in its sector and 
represents the excellence of Italian production, with 97% of its production being exported all over the 
world.  
On the personal level, Quadri has held several positions in professional associations. He was a member of 
the Board of Directors for Small Industry and the Board of Directors of the Metal and Mechanical Industry of 
the Industrial Union of Bergamo, the Board of Directors of ArtigianFidi Bergamo and he was also Auditor of 
the Accounts of APIAS (Association of Italian Manufacturers of Show Equipment). 
He was particularly attentive in his support for charity initiatives, for education and the world of 
associations. For example, he was one of the founders of Bergamo Ama, which organizes sports events to 
raise funds for the treatment of seriously ill children, to purchase equipment for the handicapped, to 
contribute to the activity of charity associations. He gave constant support to the Nazionale Orchestre 
Italiane football team, which Clay Paky sponsored and which organizes football matches throughout Italy, 
each with a specific charity objective. 
In 2006 Pasquale Quadri received the title of “Commendatore” from the President of Italy. In previous years 
he had already received the honours of “Ufficiale” and “Cavaliere”.  
In March 2014, Quadri received the prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award at the MIPA Awards, held in 
Frankfurt during the Musikmesse, the world’s most important show for musical instruments, professional 
sound and equipment for the stage. Quadri is the first representative of the lighting sector to receive this 
prestigious award. Before him, figures who have written the history of the music industry in the world 
received this award, including the two Meyer brothers, the founders of the famous company of Meyer Sound 
loudspeakers; Fritz Sennheiser, inventor of the wireless microphone and Jim Marshall, whose amplifiers for 
guitars are legendary. 
In early August 2014, Quadri signed an agreement for the sale of Clay Paky SpA to Osram, one of the two 
most important manufacturers of lighting sources in the world, with the objective of guaranteeing further 
expansion for the company, also thanks to the current management team, confirmed by the German 
company.  
Pasquale Quadri passed away in his home in Torre de Roveri (Bergamo) on the night of 6 September 2014. 
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